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ADVERTISEMENT. 


E Approbation the followin 
Papers have met with, and the 
| continud For Sn, are 
aſficient Reaſons for thus collect. 
ing them together. I hich is done 
with the greater Pleaſure, as it is mndulging 
the virtuous Reſentments of an mjur'd People ; 
and as it is cheriſhing th T_ of 
Liberty in my Countrymen, upon the Conti- 
nuance of which the Good of the whole Com- 


munity depends; and the Loſs of which muſt 
be attended with the Loſs of every thing elſe 
that is valuable. * 


Ineed ſay nothing of the unknown Authors; 
the general Applauſe prevents all private Com- 
mendation.: And indeed, to the true Patriot, 
the Pleaſure of doing Good, is ſuperior to any 
Praiſe reſulting rom it. However, it is ſuf- 
ficient for the Publict, that at the ſame time 
they know themſelves ſerud, it is untverſally 
conjectur d to be by the Ableſt Pens, 4s well as 


by ſome of the Greateſt 2nd Honeſteſt Men in 
the Kingdom. 2 


A 2 This 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


This Collection is confined to the Introduc- 
tory Letters in the London Journal por Poli- 
tical Subjects, which are brought down to the 
17 of [aff Month incluſtve; from which Time 
the femgle Papers continue in Sale. The other 
Introductions, which I doubt not will be 

thong bt dreerting as theſe are uſeſul, 
_ publ:ſb'd in the ſame Manner, in a few 
*. 


* 


Author of the London Journal. 


A Collection of Ln T - ers 15 the 
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620 
is preſented to the Virtuous Monarch, who 
comes to Empire honeſtly by Choice, or qui- 
etly by Deſcent; and 2 Miniſter who gets his 
9 8 and keeps it by Lies and 
Oppteſſion, is not leſs ador'd than the Stateſ- 
man Who owes his Exaltation to great Abilities 
and pure Merit. N : 
Hence it comes to paſs that few Men care how 
they Riſe in the World, ſo they do but Riſe : 
They know that Succeſs expiates all Rogueries, 
and never miſſes Reverence ; and that he who 
was called Villain, or Murderer in the Race, is 
often chriſtened SAINT or HERO at the 
Goal. The preſent Poſſeſſion of Money or Pow- 
er, is always a ready Patent for Reſpect and 
Submiſſion. He that gets a Hundred Thouſand 
Pounds by a Bubble, that is, by ſelling a Bag 
of Wind to his credulous Countrymen , is a 
greater Idol in every Coffee-Houſe in Town, 
than he who is worth but Ninety Thouland 
tho? acquired by honeſt Trading or ingenious 
Arts, which profit Mankind, and bring Credit 
to his Country: And thus every South. Sea Cub 
ſhall, by the ſole Merit of his MILLION, vie 
for Reſpe& and Followers with any Lord in the 
Land, tho! it ſhould- —_—_— happen, as it 
ſometimes does, that his Lord ip's Vir s and 
Parts ennoble his Title and Quality: It matters 
—_ — 1 was 2 Tinker, and 
you his worth "Broker ot # Sharper, pro- 
vided you be ber a So1th-Ses Mun; if wi” 
but that, the whole Earth is your humble Ser- 
vant. _ The 


139 | 
The Behaviour therefore of Mankind having 
ſhewn that they think Money the CHI EE 
GOOD, it is no wonder that Pride follows 
Riches, and that he who bears a heavy Purſe, 
bears likewiſe a ſtately Brow ; when he ſees all 
Men adore him, it is very natural for him to a- 
dore himſelf, and to exalt his: own Head i in Pro. 
portion, as others debaſe theirs. - 

At preſent, nothing further 18 act 
wards getting an Eſtate, that is, Merit an Re. 
ſpect, than a little Money, much Roguery, and 
many Lies. With what Indignation have I be- 
held a Peer of the Realm, courting the good 
Graces of a little Haberdaſher N great Cath, 
and begging a few Shares in a Bubble e 
the honourable Goodman Bever had juſt then 
invented to cheat his Fellow-Citizens.  - 

Whenever | ſee one of theſe over-grown rich 
Men, I conſider him in his former Station, and 
in his preſent Station, and reſpect him according 
to the Soiric which I ſee him in: If I find that 
he forgets what he was, I always forget what 
he is, — put him in mind of his former ſelf. 

There is 2 certain Tallow- Chandler, who is 
deep in Stocks, and is grown a great Man by 
Virtue of his Gettings; but the poor Man is 
only Rich, he has not One other Endowment 
how him, unleſs we except his memorable | 
Quietneſs under certain Garniture, which his 
Wife has made bold to plant beneath his Hat. 
| obſerved this fame Upſtart fitting lately at a 
2 in a of a great Circle of 


Peo- 


(4) 


People, who were worſhipping him becauſe he - 
was Richer than they: I knew the great Revo- 
lution of the Man's Fortune, and his great lit- 
tle Worth, and ſo going up to him, Mr. Swell 
well, ſays I, I want Half a Dozen Pound of 
Fart hing Candles; I know there are good ones 
at your Shop : I wiſh you would ſtep Home with 
me, and then I am ſure I ſtall haue the beſt. © 
He told we (after ſome reſentful Wriggles in 
his Seat) that his Name was Smellwe// ;but 
that he kept no Shop. Codſo, ſays I, Mr. Smell. 
well, I ask you a Thouſand Pardons ;, I bad 
quite forgot: I have heard indeed that you have 
pull d off; your Frock, and put on your Chariot. 
But exalted: Boobies being below Satyr, I 
ſhall here only conſider a little the Miſchiefs 
brought upon the Publick by the Projects which 
bring them their Wealth. it is melancholy to 
conſider that Power follows Property, when 
we conſider at the ſame Time into what vile 
Hands that Property is fallen, and by what 


| vile Means, even by Bubbles and'dire& Cheating. 


Of our Second-hand Bubbles 1 blame not 
one more than another, their Name ſhews 
their Nature. The GREAT BUBBLE 
of All ſet them an Example, and began firſt. 
By it, immenſe Fortunes have heen got to par- 
ticular Men, moſt of them obſcure and un- 
heard of; happy for their own Characters, 
and for the Nations Trade, if they had ſtill 
remained fo. I hope our All is not yet at 
the Mercy of Sharpers ; ignorant * 
Abs 
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CIP. 
Sharpers: but I ſhould be glad to ſee ĩt prov'd that 
it will not be ſo. Are we a Trading Nation ? 
Where is our Trade? Conſult the Books of Ex- 
port; number the Ships that go laden out of the 
River, and the Stagnation and Ruin of Trade will 
ſtand confeſſed. There's one Comfort remain- 
ing to the City of London, from the miſerable 
Loſs of that Trade which rendred that City 
ſo long the Mark and Envy of Nations. In 
Caſe of a great Froſt, our Ships will make 
as good Fires as Newcaſtle Coals. 0 ah 

Do our People and our Poor ſubſiſt by Manu- 
facture? Where is our Manufacture? Even 
at almoſt an utter Stand; While a few are 
getting Millions here in Town, many want 

Work and Bread in all the Trading Towns 
thro' the Nation; and perſonal Proſperity is 
built from the Ruins of the Publick. I ſhall 
trouble you further upon this Subject in my 
next; ,, OTIES.5 


S1 R. 


Tour's, &c. 


NU MR. 


6) 
N M x. II. 5 


5 To . 1 Williams Eſq, Author f th 
"0 | London Journal, 


a: 

E VERY Religion which aloe to tolerate 
other Religions, charges it ſelf, by ſo do- 

ing, with Tyranny and Tmpoſture ; for no Religion 

can be true that is not merciful, nor eraſe if 

it puniſhes Men for their Faich. 

There are but few Societies, Sir, that look 
with a kind Eye upon each other; z even where 
they have not, for their Baſis or Chief End, the 
Acquiſition and Preſervation. of Riches and Do- 
minion, which are the moſt jealous Things in 
Nature, as they are the hardeſt to come at. 
They will be piquing themſelves upon point of 
Reputation, and ſome will be ſtriving to appear 
great, by repreſenting another as little: All 
Clubs, whether they be Worldly or Ghoſtly, 
have their Rival Clubs, and their Love of them- 
ſelves makes them hate one another, thoꝰ it muſt 
be owned that your Holy Clubs have been ever 
the moſt Bitter and Bloody of all others. 

But it has ſo happen'd, that at preſent a great 
Share of our Zeal and Violence for the Church, 
is changed into a Zeal for the Stocks ; and the 
Reaſon is plain, there is now a- days more to be 
got by the Aley than the, Altar; ſo that when- 
ever you hear a Sermon, extorted out of the 


Golpel, 
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If we would © 
'in the Commonwealth, wherher. they E 
Speculations and Myſteries, or for Trade, or for 

oY 


C7Y. 
Goſpel, againſt the Spurb- Sea. you may fivear 
the Parſon has got nothin rhere. l b e 
But to return to my Diſcourſe upon ubs: 
preſerve all the diſtinct _—_ 
* 


Phyſick, or for Arts and Sciences: 1 lay, if 

would preſerve them ſafe, and independent of 
each other, we muſt not endow one with Pri- 
vileges deſtructive of all the reſt. In the Bu- 


ſineſs of Companies and rs! for Ex- 
a 


ample, if you do not keep an equal Hand, your 
Partiality will infallibly beget Perſecution on 
one Hand, and Oppreſſion on the other ; Intereſt 
teaches all Men 
Oburc hinen; and that Zeal, if you 
in his Hand, will be ſporting with 
dabbling in Blood. TnL 


equal Right to cheat the Publick, .tho' every 


Man, if you would let him, would keep the. 


whole Advantage of Cheating it to himſelf ; 
t is nothing to the Nation, whether itbe bubbled 
by the North or the South; but it is of much 


Importance to Mr. South, and Mr. North, which 


of them ſhall be the happy Man, and the pri- 


vileged Bubbler. If the People will be buying 
Bags of Wind at a great Price, it matters not 4 
Farthing who is the Seller, provided that to 
make the Market more plauſible, he has got 4 


Licenſed Bag; one Man's blown Bladder is as 
good as another's, and it is only Arts and great 
Names that make the Difference, -- | 

; | We 


cal; Stock-Fobbers as well as 
— a'Knife 
iſery, and | 


All Men, as 1 humbly conceive, have an 


W 


[ 


(8) 
We have at , preſent in this Land, a great 
Number of Wind-Sellers, who are daily forming 
>>. hgh: Societies, ny taking in Sub- 
ſcriptions for improving and carrying on the 
Trae and Myſtery of Wind : This ind is of 
ſeveral Climates, according to the ſeveral Fancies 
or Gueſſes of the Projefors. Some have choſen 
for their Portion a large Region of Wind, be- 
yond Sea, towards the South of America, and 
they have talk'd many Years of ſending thither 
great Numbers of Ships for the Company, on 
this profitable and ſubſtantial Trade; but the 
Voyage is ſo long, that tho' the Lading be ex- 
ceeding light, yet I do not find that any of 
the ſaid Ships have yet arrived in our River, 
or perhaps they have not got out of it. Others 
go Nortbward for their Wind to Germany, Green- 
land, ' or the Orcades, where. there is Store of 
rare bleak Winds, at reaſonable Rates: Others 
again, who love a warmer. Sun, have invented 
their Wind in certain American 1jlands, and theſe 
laſt boaſt that their Wind is the moſt gainful 
Wind of all. . 
No all theſe worthy Gentlemen agree in this, 
they ſell their Wind before it is caught; for, 
ſay they, we cannot Purchaſe, nor Manufa- 
dure our Wind, without ſome ready Money; 
and ſo they ſell you a ſwinging Parcel of 
wild Vind for a ſmall Price, and you are to 
be put in Poſſeſſion of it, as ſoon as tis caught 
nd tamed. _ | 


Now 
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| ((95) \ 
Now all theſe fair Deniens were yoing en 
and getting their Thouſands by their fd 


Trades, till a certain great Wind | * in 


Town, who wou'd engroſs the whole Cowmo- 


dity to themſelves, took a cruel Reſolution to 
cruſh theſe their Brethren and Rivals : In order 


to this, they did not pretend, that their Wind 


was a Bit better than any other Wind in the Al- 
ley: No, their Conſeientes would not let them 
go that length; ſo they only alledged, that their 
Bagr were Stamp d Bagt, and their 22 Ex- 
cis'd Wind ; whereas, ſaid they, all the other 
Corporations of ind. Merchants 5 no be 
allow'd KE 


than Smuglers. This Plea was 3 
good by the Bench, (for the Thing wat try 


a Quarter Seſſions ) and ſo the Sale of all other 
Wind was ſig ng ate Nos 
Here then is the Beginning of the Perſecution 


in the Alley. The Efabliſs'4 Fobbers have pro- 
nounced 21 that Jobb upon 405 Judgment, 
Interlopers and Fanatic, and called upon the 
Secular Arm to craſh them, elſe, fay they, hy 
our Craft and our Wind will be ſet at nought-; 
and hereupon they all cried with one Acco 
Great is the SOUTH WIND. 1 

The Pi enting Bubbles, being all thus doom d 
Schi ſmaticks, are in a gaſping Condition, expoſtu- 
lating and complaining, that in a free Country, 
and a projecting Age, all the ingenious Refners 
and Sellers of Wind, are not equally 7 

Say they, 7% ly, and very muy, e 
are all agreed in WAA TALS, namely, is 


IS ramp 


(10) i | 

Millions out of Nothing, and in ſaer 
22 and Manufe ures to join 
flery f IND; and yet we are 
Hier (deal imnothing oſs bu IND, 
1 am, Sir, G. 


woe eee 
N u 2. III. "TY 


N 28 the Author or of the London Journal. 
8 7 8 
Muſt beg you, for the Benefit of the _ 
Age, as Lell as for the Advantage of Po- 

iy. to allow me a little, more Converſation 
with you, about the unhappy Circumſtances of 
my Countrymen, who are engag d in the Great 
An of Exchange-Alley: How eaſily are Men 
bewitch'd into Ruin and Miſery "oo Stocks 
continue falling, and many Thoutands are, by 
the Hopes of Exceſſrve Gain, reduc'd to abſolute 
Beggary. High Expect ations and Great Plenty are 
ſucceeded by general Diffidence, prevailing Fears, 
Bankruptcy and Poverty... 

It is diſmal, and mournful to behold the me- 

lancholy deſponding Looks which one every 

where meets with, both in the Center and Sub- 
urbs of the City. The Diſtraction, Appre- 
henſjons, and Delalation that at 


1 eſent reign 
in the Hearts and Circumſtances of the People, 
are indeed almoſt univerſal; all Ranks of Men 
toffer. It is; however, to be oblery 'd, that ma- 


4 ** 


- 
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y of thoſe who ſo largely contributed to undo 
rade and Manufacture, are themſelves undone 
_ Stocks. Men have, a8 it were, madl7 
ubbeil to deſttoy their Country; and.'them-/ 
Clves:; nor does this their own; woful Fate ex- 
cuſe or extenuate their Fault. Their own Mi- 
ſery is the Effect of their Blindneſs; but the 
Publick is not hurt thro- Ignorance. The 
Overthrow of Trade, and the Diſcouragement 
of Induſtry, are Crimes which they: have com. 
mitted with their Eyes open. 8 

People have almoſt ventur d without aChance 
for getting; they had a hundted to one againſt. 
them, their principal Dependance in many Caſes 
being upon the Faith and Honeſty of a Knot of 
Knaves, who being under no R Reſtraint, but the 
Fear of Hanging, are not under any Reſtraint 
at all, while they have ſo many Thouſands in 
their Pockets: Alas. if a Traitor has but Mo- 
ney enough, What room has he to fear an Ax 
or a Halter! 1 could give Inſtances, but I ſpare 


the preſent Generation. 


was yeſterday in the Alley, that infamous 
Spot of Earth, — a few Miſcreants thrive. 
at the Expence 'of their Country, and Treachery 
preys upon Credulity; there I was ſhewn- an 
unhappy Man ( amongf many others) with this 
Account of him; He had a good Eſtate in the 
Country, which brought him in a plentiful 
Income of Fifteen bundred Pounds a Tear, but 
this did not ſatisfy him; he wanted to be worth 
4 _—_ ang his Wie to be a Dutcheſs; it 
2 cut 


(12) 
cut the Hearts both of hin and her to bchold 
little grim Pritt d. ed Citizens wallowing in 
Eukury, aud their Hundred Thouſands, 
while they themfelves, who were People of Breed. 
ing, and had never ſtood behind Comprters, 
were force# to fit down with their original For- 
tune, which only afforded them Exous 1: He 
therefore turn'd his whole Eſtate into 45 
and brought his whole Money into the Alle 
and behold the Effect! Two Months ago ies 
Forty five thouſand Pqunds, but its now : 
gone, n Tv dane Pounds into the Bargain; 
and all the miſerable Man has left is, a Wif 
and Seven Children. © 
8TOC K-JOBBING is the 8 Art ar 
5 upon one another, and of Cheating and 
bet ate by Conſent. One cannot Jet in 
this abominable Myſtery, what another does not 
bfe; and 4 Aires ſtruck between Two Stock- 
obbers, is only a Trial of Skill, which of them 
o ſhall prove the luckier Knave : But who- 
ever gets, the Nation certainly loſes ; and all | 
Ranks of Men engaged, run into real Expence 
and Luxury, without real Wealth; and the 
Kingdom becomes moſt prodigal, when it is 
moſt decaving; which is alſo a Sen and Beha- 
viour of particular Bankrupts, when they are 
firſt becoming ſuch. 
This Nation cannot, nor never did thrive," | 
but by Induſtry and Trading, both of aubich 
are 2 at 5 lend for the preſent, by the in- 


genuous and publick-ſpirited Management of 
| Stock- 


2 4 


6300 | 
Stock-Jobbers, and of thoſe who abet them for 


the fake of going ſnacks. A Patent Body of 
Men | And yet in ſpight of both, the Credit of 


| Jobbing ſeems expiring, and the People, at-laſt, 


ſcem appriz'd of a mercileſs Conlpiracy, to de- 
ceive and plunder a free, believing Nation, to 
enrich a. vile Tribe of Stock- i As Thank - 
God, they want the Arbitrary Engines of Ton 
to ſupport Projects borrow d — France: 

are yet free; and ] am told th Jock Ac 


has very powerful and * plauſible Hopes 95 
making his Fortune this oF 2 — of ſtr 

ping thoſe who waold. Rp. — 

muſt own, it would be 1 not 


unpleaſing to one poſſeſs d "wh the 14 Prins, 
ciples of Liberty and Juſtice, to lee the Spoilers. 
ks 9 frpe Peaglp poles eee Hh 
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To the Author of the London Journal. 


- 


22S. ©R; -* | 911 bing >: 
THE greateſt Empires, and the mightieſt 
T Stall Fobbers, pee frequently — from 
ſmall Beginnings. The Kingdom of Macedon 
was hut a deſpicable Kingdom, till Philip and 
Alexander came to be DIR ECT'O RS of 
it ; nor were Sir ———, and Sir ——, at 
preſent two potent Emperors, of a more noble 
Original than the Kingdom of Macedon ; tho! 
they are, in this our Day, Names of much 
greater Importance, than thoſe of Alexander the 
Great, and his Father Philip: Nay, it is con- 
fidently aſſerted by ſome conſiderable Antiqua. 
ries, that none of the Roman Emperors, tho 
often baſely born, nor any of the Heathen 
Gt, however diſhoneſtly begot, could boaſt 
an humbler Beginning than our great S IR 
7 — N, the famaus Heathen God, and Cobler 
of Stocks, who from an humble Stall, the in- 
glorious Scene of his Infancy, by Figures and 
Conjuring, brought a whole People ro Enrich 
and Adore him, at the Expence of their Eftates, 
and their Senſes. 


But as it happened to Ceſar, Alexander, and 


ſeveral other of the principal Dire&ors and Di- 
firerbers of the Affairs of Mankind, that they 
have been often ſnatched away by W 
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(B87 
and diſaſterous Deſtiny, and their Eſtates have 
ſuffered amazing Revolutions; even ſo it is 
juſtly appreliended that many, alas ! tou man 
of our Dictators in Stock, and abſolute Monarchs 
of the AL LET will fall, or rather rife, b 
the baſeſt Blom of Fate. This conſiderabſe 
Comfort will, however, attend them, that they 
will dye nearer Heaven, than ever the liv's, 
or ever they will live after they are dead; for 
it is written, That the Spirit of a BEAST 
goeth downward: Od 5 OD 
There are already ſeveral mournful Preſages 
of their approaching Doom, and their evil Ge- 
nius does already haunt them. Whereever they 
go, they are purſued by the Mobb and. the RA. 
ens, the former hoot them on every Side, and 
the latter croak over their Heads; at the Name 
of De Vit they tremble, and at the Name of 
Jack Ketch, they wax Pale. The fight of Tim- 
ber puts them into Agonies; and when they 
enter into a Door, they ſhut faſt their Eyes, 
from the dread of beholding a Po: A dry 
Salter is their Averſion, for lo! he dealeth in 
Hemp, and they ſweat at the Sight of a Seſſions 
Paper. If a Man, having Buſineſs with them, 
pats one of them upon the Shoulder, he ſtarts, 
looks wild, and pulls out his Purſe, as much 
as to ſay, Tate this Bribe, and let me run 
away. iT Ye SO 4230] 
Ir is thought, that ee ruined all Trade, 
and ſan&ify'd all Knavery, they were in hopes 
for 2 Df Ends, to have utterly rained 
Mr. Ketch's 


Mr Kered's Trade alſo 
Er 


Spoils, than they do theirs out o the Spotls of 
_ © a ſeduced People. 


. 
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— had their raw 
been a little 


—_—y 

have ſucceeded, and * 2 
of our Gallows, as ey as they 
pped the Courſe of our Navigation, — 

try. But Jurk being a diſcerning Fel- 
low, and wiſely foreſeeing — what Men are 
born to, will Taferl) befal them, is gol 
20 ſet up his Equipage as well as they, a 
hopes. to maintain it more honeſtly out of their 


Soch is the woful Plight they are in, ſuch 
che terrible Proſpe& before them; Money will 
not do, a whole Nation may be betray'd, but a 


- whole Nation cannot be bribed: When the People 


have been up, 4 Million has not been able to 


- fave one Throat. 


Io ſhew them that their Fate begins to oph- 
rate in good earneſt, their Noſes are daily put 
in Mind of what their Necks may ſoon expect 
from the Publick Juſtice. This is an unlucky 
Omen, for there is ſuch a ſttict Confederacy 
between theſe two Members, that they ſeldom 
ſuffep ſeparately, and in ſome Diſeaſes, 1 ai 
told,” never. 

Theſe Princely Jobbers feel likewiſe frequent 
Marks of the Peoples Favour at their other End, 
and receive ſenſible Warnings from their very 
Foſteriors. But their great and principal Mo- 
nitor is the Noſe, which by the many Tweak 
1 — it feels, — its _— 
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and, ſhort Duration; and when that-ĩs - gone, 
will the Perſecution ceaſe 2 Verily nay ! Not 
ſatiated with demoliſhing-the comely Stzeple of 
the Face, it will rage againſt the reſt of the 


Fabrick, and make Martyrs of Member after 


Member, till it has not left one Muſcle upon 
another. Moe be to you Stock-Fobbers,and Trax- 
tors ; you are exalted into Chariott, but .yot 
ſhall be caſt down into Carte. 
The greateſt Felicity that” can, at_, preſent, 
attend a Director of a Bubble, is to have ne et 
a Noſe at all, or to be bleſſed With à ſhort one,; 
for then Revenge not meeting a ſufficient Han- 
dle in the Front, will naturally fall upon the 
Rear, where tho' its Marks may prove black 
and blue, and very grievous to be born, yet 
will they remain hid, and conſequently un- 
known to all but thoſe who ſaw them given; 
whereas a Pinch in the Snout proclaims its own 
Infamy to all that behold it, and is Matter of 
Jeer as well as S ] mm. 
Now, to thoſe Great Heroes in Stock, who 
are neither bleſſed with a ſbort Poſe nor ne er 
a Noſe, I would humbly. propoſe a Piece f 
Advice: I do not pretend to adviſe them to 
run away from their Roguery, and do honeſt- 
pl by the Publick; No, no. ſuch Matter 5 I 

all adviſe them to nothing but what is poſſi- 


ble: Let them but ſoak their Noſes thrice a 


Day in Oyl, and it will enable them to beguile 
the Gripe of the hardeſt Maſtiff in the 4%. 


D N. B. Thie 
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N. B. This Receipt will not do fir the- 
. _ Necks, which I do not pretend to enſtre, 
Gad forbid 1 ſhould have any Share 
„fſtopping or diſappointing the due Cbbtſt 


__ of Juſtice. 8 was 

But as Men are never hanged by the Voſs, 
Jem only propoſing an Expedient to make it 
endure pulling with the more Eaſe; and I hope 
] ſhall not for this my Ingenuity be blamed, 
as if L was partial to the Noſes of theſe Great 
and Wealthy Men, any wore than Jam to their 
Perſons. - The whole Secret of my Kindneſs 
Ties here: I hate to fee disfigured Faces; and 
af every Dire&ing Money Monarch , who has 


P's the Rogue, carried a Purple Noſe aboti 


Him in Token thereof; 1 could not, without 
great Offence to my ſelf, do my Buſineſs ar tlit 
/ = Atoa Hoiſe. cap | O] Ot w 
But now, to conclude : Tho' many 12. 
Princes, and Almighty Stock. Jobbers, have riſe 

to be ſo from ſmall, and often ſudden Begin- 
nings; and tho' the Death of the latter will, in 
all Probability, have this in common with the 
Death of the former, that they will die in r- 
Fd Health , yet (which 33 wonderful) the 
World has paid a Regard to theſe Princes very 
different to that which it pays to Stock-. Jobber. 
I never heard, that an Imperial Anave received 
a Nick in the Breecb, or a Twang by the Noſe; 
whereas it often happens, that the Hams of our 
moſt Nluſtriour Stock Jobbert are, by fuch ugly 
7 "Y 3 BI Z "? Oſage, 
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Uſage, render'd unfit to carry them; and then 
their Noſes look as _— were parboil'd, 
Ri into th — of this unequal 
Treatment of Men, who are * different Means 
equal Enemies to Mankind, I find them to be 
theſe two : In the firſt Place, none of our Clergy 
have yet appear d fo abandon d as to found Stock- 
2 bing upon Divine Right e And, in the ſecond 
lace, there is ſcarce a Director, either of the 
South or the North-BUBBL E, who poſſeſſes 
One Great or Good Quality, to prevent or len 
the General e e of Mankind. 
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81 have heard, wich Concern, ms Repo 
of our being in Danger of loſing On 
Tar, lately reviv'd ; ſol had no ſmall Pleaſu 
ſee, inthe Generality of the People, a juſt ale 
of the great Importance of that Place to the 
Trade and Security of England. 

All Men, in truth, ſhew their Opinion of 
it, by the Fears they expreſs about it; and if 
we ſet aſide (as unworthy of mention) a few 
proſtitute Hirelings, who go about Coffee · Houſes 
to drop, as far as they dare, ſtupid and villanous 
Reaſons for giving it up; 1 ſay, excepting ſuch 
2 contemptible few, 1 defy thoſe, who for vile 
Ends, or to make "good vile Bargains, would 
gladly have it ſurrender'd, to pick out of all the 
Peo r England, One honeſt, rational, and 
Gikintereſted Man to concur with them in it. 
Thank God, in Spité of the Folly of Parties, 

and the Arts of Betrayers, we ſee in all Men a 
ſteady, warm, and unanimous Spirit for the Pre- 
ſervation of Gibraltar; and I hope to ſee fhort- 
Iy the Time when we ſhall, with the ſame Frank- 
ackandU ity, exerciſe our Reaſon and our Eye- 
light in other Matters, in which we are at pre- 
ſent miſled, either by infatuation or falſe Inte- 


reſt. 
There 


9 


e 


There are two Things which ſurptize me-in 


the many Apprehenſions we have had about Gi- 


Braltar: The firſt is, the great Diffidence ma- 


5 by ſuch Fears: Men muſt be far gone 
in 
that their Superiors could ever gtow ſo much 


iſtruſt , before they could come to ſulpe& 


as indifferent about a Place of ſuch Conſequence 
to their Country; and to ſuppoſe them capable 
of giving it up, is to ſuppoſe them capable of - 
giving up Portſmouth., nay, England it ſelf. 
Such Suppoſitions muſt therefore be . and 
the Heighth of Ignorance or Spleen. Can it be 
imagined, that Men of Hongur would forfeit 
their Reputation, Patriots ſacrifice a Bulwark of 
their Country, or wiſe Men venture their 
Heads, by ſuch a traiterous, ſhameful and dan- 
geroust Se? I aol) % 28510. 07 bias 

” But, fay ſome, Perhaps it will be ſuffer'dt0 
be taken by Surprise, and then all the Blame 
will only reſt upon ſome obſcure Officer, Who 
may eaſily be given up ot kept out of the way, 
while thoſe who contriv'd the Roguery, and 

felt the Reward of it, will be as loud in their 
Reſentments, as others who love their Country 

well enough to grieve for its Diſgrace or its 
Loſſes. 26 4 | <4 N =o 5 101 

I know, indeed, all this has been ſaid more 

than once, and. ſome. plauſible Circumſtances 
urged; to ſhew that it was not ahſolately ground. 
leſs. But, alas, what a poor Plot would here 
be! A Firee of Treachery and. Nonſenſe; vi- 
ſble to the weakeſt of Mankind, and only fx 


do 


' fhem to remain under painful Fears, and our 


* 


(182) 
o xaiſe Hatred and Contempt towards the wretch. 
ed Framers of it: This would be to deal with 
us as with a Nation of [deots, blind, in 
who can neither ſee Day-light, nor feel [ njuyies, 
Nor return inſolent Uſage. : No, no, we are not 
as yet to be hoodwink'd by ſuch thin Schemes: 
We can ask, if need were, a few plain Qaeki- 
ofs, which would ealily puzzle ſuch feeble Po. 
Mini; but at preſent we have no Occaſion. 

All this, however, ſhews, how much we are 
apt to ſuſpect foul Play in this, and many other 

ſes of dhe like Nature; nor ſhall I now ma- 
Hicioully enquire, to what prevailing Cauſe ſuch 
Diſtru is to be aſcrib d. 

Another Thing at which I am apt to wondet 
1 that conſidering how much our Credit is con. 
cern'd to clear our ſelves from the Charge of 
any baſe Purpoſe of being willing that Gibral- 

ar ſhould be given away, we have not yet done 
4 at leaſt in any publick and ſatisfactory Man- 
The miſtaken People will ſay, and Have 
d. mat our Silence is a Confeſſion of out 
Guilt ; and that if their Cenſures and Suppofi: 
tions had not been juſt, it was in our Power 
pablickly to have confuted and remov'd' them; 

neither of which we have done, but ſuffer'd 


Jelves under the Sufpiclog- of- neither regarding 
their Intereſt, nor den Eaſe, nor ones * 


Credit. 
tell 20 >s 


Why t you not, ay they 
World how much you were engel, — 
* 
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5 they! poſſibly can? Why. did you ſuffer it to be 
ſugge 
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lyed in a Declaration; ſaid to be the Regent r Af 
rance, which expreſiy aſſerted, that à Bargain 


was made to givt away Gibraltar W¾hy did. 


not demon ſtrate, that you were at leaſt as 
willing to preſerve ' yaur own. Towrs, as to 


conquer Countries for other People, who ate 


remarkable for doing you as little Service as 


ed with the Jeaſt Colbur of Probability, 
that you would rather throw away what was 
your own, than not procure for Foreign Alas 
4 e Expence; what eas dene of heirs > 
Why do we fight, Why conquer, if ve muſt 
thus condeſcend ta implore the Vanquiſh'd ge- 
ciouſly to grant*Peace to us the Conguuerors, for 
which we. will humbly pay them with part uf 
our Dowminions? And how came Foreign States, 
moſt of them Slaves, to be more in your Favout 
than old England, which is a Nurſery of Free 
men? | | f 
All theſe are malicious Queſtions, tho I hope 
groundleſs; but as they are propos d by many 
Thouſands of his: Nagel) Liege Subjects, 


in a modeſt and ſerisus Way, methinks it 


would be a ſeaſanable Piece of Diſcretion and 
good . to prove chen groundleſs. 

For God's ſake let us anſwer, if we can an- 
ſwer; and if our Innocence is to be ſhewn, ag 
no doubt it is, let it be ſhewn ; it will not even 
be enough, that Gibraltar is never given up, but 
we ought to purge our ſelves from the Imputa- . 
tion of ever having entertain'd ſo criminal an 


Inten- 


(240 

Inten tion. If we can do this, it will recover us 
ſome Part of the Credit and Confidence we ham 
loſt by not doing of it. I therefore hope, and 
humbly propoſe, that we may ſoon ſee ſome 
Able and ſagacious Pen, inſtead of making'Ode; 
for us, make Apologies for us ; which * 
_ its. infinite Mercy grant, ; c. 

In the mean Time, permit me, your patient 
| Reader, to give here three unanſwerable Res. 
ſons why Gibraltar cannot either be . up 
| * taken: 

Firſt, unt d Geier Goin 

©.” Secondly,” it would make South-Sea, Stat 
fat; r 

Thirdly and laſtly, We have wiſe = and 


J "ne EI: 
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T HE terrible Circumſtance of our Fiend; 
Neiglibours, under the Plague in ſome 
Places, expecting it in othets, and dreading it 
in all. is 4” loud Warning to us, to cake z 1 
Expedients and poffible Precautions again 
ſuch a formidable Calamity. n 
We have already had; and ſtill have 1 Con- 
tagion of another Sort, more -univerfal,” and! 
les merciful than that at MARSE PEERS: 
5 latter has deſtroy d, we are told, abs 1 25 | 
ſxty thouſand Lives; outs has done 0e ix 
has render d a much greater Number of Lives 
miſerable,” who want but the Sickneſs to finiſh 
their Calamity ; either by rendering it com- 
plete, or by putting” an end to chen and 725 
together. 25 i ene 1 
Indeed, had the Alternative been offer d dus. 
half a Lela „Ithmk it would have been 4 
Symptom Wiſdom in us to hade choſen 
rather to fall by the Hand bf God, than by the 
execrable Arts of Stock. Jobbers: That We are 
fallen, is a ſorrowful - Truth, not only Wifible 
in every Face you meet, but in the Deſtruction 
n of our Trade, the Glory and Riches of our 
Nation, and the Livelihood of the Poor. 5 A 
E ut 
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But Complaining does not ahead the Matter ; 
and yet what ſenſible Heart can avoid Complain- 
ing, when he heats his dear Country, a whole 
Country, a potent Nation, a Nation ha y in | 
its Climate, it} its Prince, and in its s; 
groaning under mighty Evils, brought upon it 
by mean and contemptible Hands, and ap 
hending Evils ſtill more mighty? This gives 
Bitternels t to a human Spirit, tho it ſaffers n 
18 than by Sympathy: Is there no way 
left of; doing our ſelves Juſtice, and has the 
Dearth of our e rang d all Senſe! 


of our lnjuries? 


it is both p ane and. relig lalongin 
pate Pen 15 the Notions of Re · 


„and —_— to pect Reparation from 

and; the 8 Ne ee Revenge, 

0 a whole People, when the y are abuled; are 

5 and politick. Virtues; without which 
ts never thrive, never he eſteem'd : 

2 far they . their Reſentments, I: 

pronounce. ealures of it muſt; 

be Le d by Circumſtances ; but ſtill, 

keen 8 lobed. How, or ſome 

r Puni figed ; When 

mul e or e is * 
410 this Spiti my be Crue PN Pas 

Q is 1 was, 

formerly the Roman, and now the e 

Comme onwealths, behelden ſor the long Pre- 

ſervation * their 2 and Libery will 

never n long where they are not: For if 
any 


—— 
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any Crimes againſt the Publick may be com- 
mitted with Impunity, Men will de tempted 
to commit the greateſt of all; I mean that of 
making themſelves Maſters of the State; and 
where Liberty ends in Servitude, it is owing 


to this Neglect. Ceſar thought he might do 


what he had ſeen Marius and” Hlla do before 


him, and fo enſlav'd his Country : Whereas, 


had the Two firſt been hang , the Third 
would, perhaps, never haye been. 


I bring theſe Examples to prove that Na- 
tions ſhould be quick in their Reſentments, 
and ſevere in their Judgments. As never Na- 
tion was more abus d than ours has been of 
late by the Dirty Race of Money-Chanper: ; ſo 
never Nation could, with a better Grate, more 
Juſtice, or greater Security, take its full Ven- 
rance, than our's can, upon its deteſted Foes. 
Sometimes the Greatnefs and Popularity of the 
Offenders make ſftrift Fuftice unadviſeable, be- 
caule unſafe ; but here it is not ſo; you may, 
at preſent, load all the Gatlows's (in England) 
with DTCTATORS and Nock-Jobbers , 
without the Aſſiſtance of 2 Heriff Guard, ot 
lo much as a Sgh from an Old Woman, tho 
accuſtom'd perhaps to ſhed Teats at the un- 
timely Demiſe of 2 Common Felon or Mur- 
derer. ' A'thoufand Stock-Fobbers, well truſy'd 
«p, bee the Averring Sight, Would be 
cheap Sacrifice to the Manes of Trade; .ax 
one certain Expedient to ſoften: the Rage o 
the People ; and * that the fu- 
role. 2 3 ture 


i » 
ture Direction of their Wealth and Eſtates ſhall 
be put in the Hands of thoſe, who will as ef- 
fectually ſtudy to Fans the General Benefit. 

0d; 


and Publick as thoſe who have, lately, 
moſt infamciſty ſacrificed Both to their own 
F gy damage. Something is certainly 
due to hoth the former. The Reſurrection of 
Honeſty;and ken can never he hop'd for, 
While this Sort, of Hermin is ſuffer d to crawl 
about, unden our Air, and puttipg i every 
Thing. gut of Coufſe; ſubſiſting by Lies, and 


4 


Nas vile Tricks, low, in their Nature, 


9 


and nulchieyous in their Conſequences. 
Tb a Makkieude f Pam ies are .xvin'd, 
and ſuddenly ſunk from. plentiful Circumſtan- 
ces to abject Poverty, is affecting and Jament- 
able; tho' perhaps all owing to their own raſh 
Confidence in the Management of known 
Knaves: That innocent Children, born, as 
they imagind, to fair Fortunes, and brought 
up accordingly, muſt now want Bread, or beg 
it, is a Cataſtrophe that muſt pierce every ten- 
der Heart, and produce Pity and Tears: But 
to ſee ones Country labouring under all the 
ſad Symptoms of Diſtreſs, without the Vio- 
lence of War, without the diabolical Refine- 
ments of able Politicians ; but purely from the 
Dull Cunning of inferior Rogues, vold of, Bra- 
very, void of Abilities; Wretches that would 
run away in the Field, and be deſpiſed. in Aſ- 
ſemblies ; this is what could turn Pity into 
Rafe ad Grif mnt ee, 
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For 2 Nation to ſuffer itſelf to be ill uſed; £ 
is of dangerous Exam mple. ; whether thoſe that 
uſe it ill be its Nezgthbours or its Natives: Pa- 
tience, in this Caſe, , invites freſh Injuries ; and 
that People, who would not bear many unjuſt 
Burthens, muſt not bear one. 

A Country, as I ſaid above, ought to do it 
ſelf Juſtice with Speed, as well as with Vi 
gour ; Delay has often render d a Cure impol- 
üble in the Body Politick, as well as in human 
Bodies: By Delays, the Edge of Reſentment 
goes off, and the Offender has Leiſure to 150 
tity 4 by new Rogueries. : 

I would. therefore. have my Countrymen taks 
Ad vantage of the Humour they are in, and matte a 
Virtue of their preſent. Anger. Let them rouze. 
the Spirit of a Free Nation ; and ſhes, by 
all Lawful and Loyal Means, that they who al. 
ways ſcorned to be the Property a TYRA NTS; 
will not be the Prey 19 * e an 
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AM natively led, by chit pol mia} 
tioned in your > lat, relating to our injured 
Country, to fall in with you upon the ſame 
Subject. A Man robb'd in his Houſe, or on 
the Highway, receives from the Law all pol 
ſible Satisfaction: He has the Reſtitution of 
His Goods again, where it can be made; and 
he has the Life of the Offender, if he can be 
apprehended; and then there is a plentiful 
Reward lata for every ſuch Apprehenſion. 

By this Method, Vengeance is at 
42 taken for 1 he Crime committed, and 2 
terrible Example made of its Author, to pre- 
vent its Repetition. 

The Law is the great Rule in every 
Country, at leaſt in every free Country, by 
which private Property ĩ is aſcertained, and the 
Publick Good, which is the great End of all 
Laws, is: ſured; and the religious Obſer- 
vance of this Rule, is what alone makes the 
Difference between good Laws and none. 
The Terrour and Sanctity of the Laws, are 
ſhewn by the Execution of them; and to a 
Contempt of the Laws, or to a direct diſpen- 
{ng with them, have been owing moſt 8 te | 

OC 


(3) 

Shocks and Revolutions, that we have, for 
many Ages, ſuſtain d in England. OTE 2 BBS tn 

Some Laws are, indeed, unwarily made, 
being procured by Paſſion, Craft, or Sur- 
prize; but ſuch are generally either - ſuffer-- 
ed to wax obſolete, or are repealed, as we 
have ſeen in many Inſtances, and may et ſes 


LL E 
L But, I {peak here of thoſe Laws which 
have. a direct and known Tendency to ſecute 
to us what we have, and to preſerve us What 
we are: A free People are kept fo, by no other 
Means, but an equal Diſtribution of Proper · 
ty; every Man who has a Share of Property 
having a proportionable Share of Power; and 
the firſt Seeds of Anarchy, which, for the moſt 
E in Tyranny, are produced from 

ce, that ſome are unga ver nabiy nich, and 


many more miſerably poor; that ig, ſome are 
Maſters of all the Means of Oppreſſion, and o- 
thers want all the Means uf Self-deftnce. - // 
What Progreſs we have lately made, in 
England, - towards ſuch a bleſſed Sate of 
Confuſion and Miſery, by the Credulity of 
the People, throwing their All upon the Mer- 
cy of haſe-ſpirited, hard-hearted IL LAH IVS 
mijchievouſly truſted with 1a Power to undo 
them, is too manifeſt froni the woful Condi- 
tion we are in: The Ruin is general, and e- 
very Man has the miſerable Conſolation to ſen 
his Neighbour undone ; for as to the Claſp of 
Ravens, whoſe Wealth has coſt the Nation 
4 its 
* 
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ies All;/ as they are naniſeſt Enemier to Gal 
and Man, no Man can call then hi NeighßI]“V 
they ate Roguet bf Prey, they are Stock-Fobbers, | 
they are a Conſpiracy of Stock-Fobbers: A Name 
which carries along with it ſuch a deteſtable 
deadly Image, that it exceeds all humane In- 


vention to aggravate it; nor can Nature, with 


all her Variety and Stores, furniſh out any 


Thing to illuſtrate its Deformities by; nay, it 


gains viſible Advantage by the worſt Com- 
pariſons you can make: Your'Terrour leſſens, 
when you liken them to Gocodile and Cann 
bals, who feed, for Hunger, on humane Bo- 
„„ £299 of nt” 2 
Theſe Monſters, therefore, ſtand ſingle 
in the Creation, they are Soc. Jobberr ; 
they have ſerv'd a whole People, 4 as Satan 
ſervd Fob; and ſo far the Devil is injured, by 
any Analogy you can make between him and 
Z 
Well , but Monſters as they are, what | 
would you do with them? The Anſwer! is 


— 


«4 * 


S; 
a 


mort and at hand, Hang them; for whateyer 


they deſerve, I would have no new Tortutes 
invehted, nor any new Death deviſed. In 


this, I think, Tſhew Moderation; let them 


only be hang d, but hang d ſperdilys As to 
their Wealth, as it is the maniſeſt Plunder of 
the People, let it be reſtored to the People, and 


let the Publick be their Heirs The only Me- 


thod by which the Publick is ever like to get 


Milkons by them, or indeed any Thing. 
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covered with Wealth, brought to the Ax or 
the Gallows? I own the Example is rare, more 
is the Shame' of this Nation, which has had 
ſuch rich Temptations, and ſuch frequent Op- 


portunities; we have had publick Guilt in a- 
bundance, God knows, often protected by. 
Party, and often by Money. Faction on one 
.Side, and Riches on the other, have, as it 
were, made a Lane for great Criminals to e- 
ſcape. But all theſe Eſcapes, which are, in- 
deed, our Reproach, cannot give any Ground 


to fear a preſent one. 


i 


This Nation has formerly been bought and 
ſold; but Arts were uſed to blind the Peoples 


Eyes, and the Effects of the Treachery were 


not immediately felt ; and we know that the 
Reſentment of the Vulgar never follows from 
their Underſianding,” or their Reflection, but 
from their Feeling : A Pick-pocket may tickle. 
a plain Fellow's Ear, till he has got his Purſe, 
but if he feels it going, be will knock the 


Thief down. 


We have felt our Pockets pick d, and we 
know who have done it. Vengeante ahides 


them. I am told, ſome of them have the Face 
to pretend, that they ought not to be put to 
death; but we hope the Legiſlature will ef- 


fettually'convince them, that this their Parti- 

ality to themſelves is groundleſs : All their 

Hopes of Safety muſt conſiſt in their Money; 

and without Queſtion, they will try to make” 
re. F 


the 


But ſay ſome, when did you ever ſee Rogues, 
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the Wages of their Villany protect their Vil- 
lany : But I cannot ſee how any Sums can ſave 
them ; for as they have robb'd and cheated all 
Men, except their Accomplices, ſo all Men are 
concerned to ſee Juſtice done to themſelves ; 
and it the ordinary Channels of. Juſtice could 
be ſtop'd by Bags of Money, or by Partner- 
ſhip in original Guilt, . which Evil we do not 
apprehend, the enrag'd, the abus'd People, 
might be prompted. by their uppermoſt Pal- 
ſion, and having their Reſentment heightened 
by Diſappointment, might, it is to be feared, 
have recourſe to extraordinary Ways ; Ways 
that are often ſ#cceſsful, tho never juſtifiable. 
Here axe no Parties in this Caſe to diſguiſe 
Truth, and obſtruct Juſtice ; the Calamity is 
general, and ſo is the Reſentment; All are 
_ Sufferers; All will be Proſecutors. The Cry 
for Juſtice is loud and united; if it be baulk- 
ed, I can propheſy no good. from ſo cruel an 
Omijſſion, 5 
If this mighty, this deſtructive Guilt, were 
to find Impunity, nothing remains, but that 
every: Villain of a daring, or avaricious Spirit, 
may grow a Great Rogue, in order to be a 
. Great Man: When a People can no longer ex- 
pect Redreſs of publick. and heavy Evils, nor 
Satisfaction from publick and bitter Injuries, 
hideous is the Proſpect they have before them. 
If they will tamely ſuffer a Fall from Plenty 
to Beggary, they may ſoon expect another, 
and a worſe, from that to Slavery; but I hope 
better Things of England. 1 have 


. ww 2 I '  z *Y 


(35 ) 
I have before my Eyes a wiſe beneficent Prince, 
a generous and publick ſpirited Parliament, an a- 
ble diſintereſted Miniſtry ;” all contending with 
each other for the Wealth, the Glory, the 
Liberty of their Country: And I have before 
my Eyes a brave and honeſt People, Lovers of 
Trade and Indaſiry, free of their Money, and 


tell deſerving of the Legiſlature, paſſionate for 
Liberty, and Haters of Chains; but deluded, 


drained of their Money, and abuſed. beyond 
Patience, beyond Expreſſion, by: mean Sharp- 
ert, that ſwagger in the Plunder of their 
Coney oennh CN IN | 
Where therefore there is ſo much Capacity, 


and there are ſo many good Diſpoſſtions to 
help us on one Side; ſuch loud and melan- 


choly Calls, for that Help, on another Side; 
and ſuch open, ſuch execrable, ſuch publick 
Crimes from. third Quarter; we may hope 
every. Thing from the ſpeedy Meeting of the 
King and Parliament. They are our PRO 
TECTORS, and we truſt they do not bear the 
Sword in vain. | * | 
doubt not but many Schemes will be laid 
before them, ſome of them deſigned for a 
Source of new Rogueries, and to prevent En- 
quiries into the old ones. It ſhall be the Bu- 
ſineſs therefore of this Paper, to watch and ex- 


amine ſuch Schemes, and to condemn them, 


or recommend them, juſt as they delerve. 

I have, Sir, in this, as you did in your laſt, 
taken the Guilt of our Traytors for granted, as 
NR a I think 


( 3s.) N ; 
I think all Men do: But becauſe they ſhall 
have all fair Play,-I undertake hereafter, if it 
is fpund neceſſary, to prove it, by an Induction 
of Particulars. And I will promiſe them, out 
af the great Love I bear them, that as long as 
I continue to ſend you theſe Letters, and you 
to publiſh them, they ſhall find in them ſome- 
thing of more Weight, than in the pobr and 
feeble Jeſts of common News Writers, | 


4 I am, S I R, Co. : 
'  BRITANNICUS. 
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To the Author of the London Journal. 


. 


| 1 Find you are fairly enter'd, and, like an 

honeſt Man, ſeem to have the public 
Good, and the Intereſt of your Country ſin- 
cerely at Heart, ſeparate from all other Views 
whatever: In this noble Undertaking, you 
need not fear the Aſſiſtance of every generous © 


Mind in the Kingdom; and I doubt not but 


you, in ſome Meaſure, experience what I ſay 
to be juſt, by the daily Help you receive : We 
5 3 A OY n loo | 


„ 


look now to you alone, to repreſent, in this 
publick Manner, the Grievances we are un- 
der, and we depend upon your diſcharging 
the Truſt repoſed in you with Integrity and 
1 0 0 
All Men are now taught, by miſerable Ex- 
perience, that the Project of the Hut h- Sen, 
through the hard-hearted Knavery of ſome, 
who have been in the Direction of it; and 
through the Folly, or rather Diſtraction of the 
People, has not anſwerd the good and wiſe 
Ends deſign'd by the Parliament; but inſtead 
of that, has ruin'd Thouſands of innocent and 
well-meaning People, to glut Harpies and 
Publick Robbers. with Millions : Unhappy Fate 
of poor England, worthy of a better | For This, 
Trade has been neglected; for This, Induſtry 
diſcourag'd ; for T his, Honeſty abandon'd ; 
for This, Credit undone, and all that Stock- 
7095ers, might make Fortunes, and ſmall Shar- - 
pers grow mighty Men. 7 i 

Every, one, therefore, ſeems to agree, that 
ſomething is neceflary to be done, in a legal 


Way, to teſtore, once more, our Public 


Credit. But it is hop'd we are far from con- 
ſenting that any Thing ought to be done, to 
repair the Loſſes occaſion'd by Folly and Co- 
vetouſneſs, out of the Eſtates of thoſe, who 
always foreſaw , and always oppos d this 
mighty Miſchief, much leſs, at the further 
Expence of the Honour and Trade of the 
Nation. N 

b To 


. 
To ſet this Matter in a due Light, it is ne- 
ceſſary to enquire what is meant by the Pub- 
lick Credit of a Nation. | 7 
Firſt, Credit may be ſaid to run high, 
when the Commodities of a Nation find à 
ready Vent, are ſold at a good Price, and 
when Dealers may be ſafely "truſted with 
| c_ with a reaſonable Aſſurance of being 
aid. ft re . 
4 Secondly, When Lands and Houſes find rea- 
dy Purchaſers, and when Money is to be bor- 
row'd at low. Intereſt, in order to carry on 
Trade and Manufacture, at ſuch Rates, as may 
enable us to underſell our Neighbours. 
_* Thirdly, When People think it ſafe and ad- 
vantageous to venture large Stocks in Trade 
and Dealing, and do not lock up their Money 
in Cheſts, or hide it under- ground. And, 
. Fourthly, When Notes, Mortgages, and 
Publick and Private Security will paſs for 
Money, ot eaſily procure Money, by ſelling 


. for as much Silver and Gold as they are Secu- 


rity for ; Which can never happen, but upon a 
Preſumption, that the ſame Money may be 
had for them again. . 
In all theſe Caſes, tis abundantly the Inte- 
reſt of a Nation, to promote Credit and mu- 
tual Confidence; and the only poſſible Way 
in Nature, effectually to do this, is to maintain 
Publick Honour and Honeſty ; to provide feady 
Remedies for private Ijuſtice and n 
e 220 


( 
and to protect the Innocent and Helpleſs from 
being devour d by Fraud and Rapine. 
But National Credit can never be ſupported 
by lending Money without Security, or draw- 
ing in other People to do ſo; by raiſing Stocks 
and Còmmodities, by Artifice and Fraud, to 
unnatural and imaginary Values; and conſe- 
quently delivering up helpleſs Women and 
Orphans, and the ignorant and unwary, but 
induſtrious Subject, to be devour d by Pick- 
Pockets and Stock-Fobbers :* A ſort of Vermin 
that are bred and nouriſh'd in the Corruption of 
a State. —_—_———— 
This is a Method, which, inſtezdof preſer- 
ving Publick Credit, deſtroys all Property, 
turns the Stock and Wealth of a Nation out 
of its proper Channels, and inſtead of nou- 
riſhing the Body Politick, produces only UL 
cers, Eruptiunt, and .often Epaanag Plagne- 
Sores : It ſtarves the Poor, deſtroys Manufac- 
tures, ruins our Navigation, and raiſes Inſur- 
rections, c. - 3 Me; une 
The firſt Loſs is always the leaſt; one half 
of the Nation is ruin d already; I hope we 
may learn Wit from our Misfortunes, and 
ſave the other half: In order to this, we may 
expect, that no new Projects will be counte- 
nanc'd or receiv'd, which have any Tendeꝑcy 
to prejudice Trade, or which cauſe Monopo- 
lies, or ſet up excluſive Companies; and that 
no Privileges or Advantages be granted, for 
which ready Money might be got. - 
| | Some 
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3 Some people have the Aſſurance to publiſh 


it, for Example, that a certain Set of Stork-' 
Fobbers, whole Faith and Modeſty, are now 
well known and feit, expect, among other 
Gifts, from the Publick, that the Iſland of 
St. Chriſtophers ſhould be given them, , d fur- 
ther Expedient to get more Wealth to themſelves, 
and leave the Nation none Now St. Chriſto- 
phers is worth three hundred thouſand Pounds 
Sterling, and will yield ſo much; ſo that to 
preſent them with this Iſland, would be juſt 
making them a Preſent of three hundred thou- 


ſand Pounds; *a Sum almoſt ſufficient to make 


the Fortunè of an Under South-Sea Clerk; but 
ſuch a Sum as this poor Nation cannot, at pre- 
ſent, ſpare. lee e * 
I hope, therefore, that it will no longer be 
impudently alledg'd, that by parting with ſuch 
Gifts, we loſe nothing; ſince that alone is 
worth nothing, for which nothing can be got: 
But the Caſe is otherwiſe here; and from the 
Nature of our publick Gaming, and the Spi- 
rit of the worthy Sharpers who direct it, I dare 
pronounce before-hand, that every Scheme 
that they themſelves propoſe, to make their 
Bubble and their Roguery thrive again, will 
ſill be built upon the further Expence, and 
further Loſs and Miſery of theſe unhappy Na- 
tions. * ' 


If our Money is gone, thank God, our Eyes 


dere left; and ſharpen d by Experience and Ad- 
| | TE Rte verſities, | 


Ca 
verſities, we can ſee through Diſguiſes, and 
will be no more amaz'd with Moon-ſhine. 

The Nation and Parliament has been abus'd, 
and-they will undoubtedly be reveng'd ; they 
will not be put off with dark juggling, and 
knaviſh Projects, to ſtifle Reſentments, and 
divert due Vengeance : There's no attending 
to any new Schemes, till the Publick Robbers 
are puniſh'd, with whom there can never be 
any Accommodation. 

To begin then, in the firſt Place, with the 
Criminals, will ſhew that we are in earneſt 
Champions for Honeſty, for Trade, and for 
the Nation, all oppreſs d by Money-Leeches : All 
other Remedies may be but Mountebank Re- 
medies: It would be Madneſs to concert new 
Schemes, liable to new Abuſes, without firſt 
doing Juſtice to the Abuſers of the old; Im- 
punity for paſt Crimes is a Warrant to commit 
more, eſpecially when they are gainful. 

Such mighty Miſchiefs as theſe Men have 
done, will be but meanly atoned for, by ſuch 
infamous Lives, unleſs their Eſtates are allo con- 
fiſcated; and even theſe, great as they are, will 
repair but Part of our Misfortunes. But what 
we can have of them, let us have; their 
Necks and their Money. 

To begin with any other Project, they will 
take for a Confeſſion, that there is a Deſign to 
lave them ; and to what that muſt be owing, 
we all know ; and what further Evils it may 
produce, may even ſurpaſs our Fears, tho' al- 

| ready 


% 
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ready terribly great : But a Method of Juſtice 
preſently enter d upon, and impartially . car 
ried thro', will give us Patience under our 
Burdens, baniſh all our Fears, give Credit to 
the Publick Proceedings, and reſtore Hope 
to the almoſt deſpairing People. 


J am, SIR, 
Nur Humble Servant, 
CATO. 
NE EG Ie Ge RE I Ie 
Nun b. IX. 5 | 
To the Author-of the London Journal. 


$1 


HIS great Nation, undone by deſpicable 

Stock- Jobbers and their Abettors, has hi- 
therto quietly groan'd under the mercileſs 
Hands of its Pillagers, and liv'd for ſome 
Months upon the pure Hopes of Redreſs. We 
look'd towards the Parliament: His Majeſty 
and his Miniſtry being abſent, and buſy'd with 
the Affairs of this Kmgdom abroad, and in the 
gloria Aims of ſettling the Peace of Europe, 
and ſirengthamg the Proteſtant Intereſt. 


I 
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The firſt Part of our Hopes is now almoſt 
accompliſh'd, the Parliament are juſt open 
meeting, and never, ſure, did any Sefton 
open with greater Expectation, or more to 
do: Every Thing is turn'd Topſy Turvy; and 
the Nation, thrown into Convulſions, is wait- 
ing for the healing Hand of its Repreſenta- 
IVES. $4 | 

Many Expedients will, no doubt, be of- 
fer d without Doors; calculated, in Appea- 
rance, to improve the Stock; but, in reality, 
defign'd to fave the D T. -R S. This is to 
begin at the wrong End. To pretend to form 
Schemes for the encreaſing of Gedi, before 
the Deſtroyers, the Cannibals of Credit, are ho- 
neſtly and openly hung up to its Manet, is, in 
ſome ſort, to confeſs, that we had our Inſtruc- 
tions and Politics from the Criminals them- 
ſelves; and our beſt and only Reaſons out of their 
Purſes. | 

Or if we are not thus wicked, we would, 
at beſt, be miſerably weak to fall into ſuch a 
prepoſterous Method; and whether great and 
general Calamities have their Root in Rognery 
or Folly, is all one to a Nation. | 

In ſpight -of all the Remedies that can be 
apply'd, Multitudes will ſtill remain undone 
beyond all Remedy: Nay, for ought I can fee, 
there is no practical Remedy at all for what 
is paſt, ſo effectual has been the Roguery on 
one Side, and ſo rivetted is the Ruin on the 
other. 


G All 
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All therefore, that ſeems to me to be left, 
even to the united Wiſdom of Great Britain, 
is the Cure of Prevention, to ſtop the Progrels 
of the Contagion, to take Care that thoſe 
which have already ſuffer'd, ſhall ſuffer no 
more, nor make new Sufferers : It is certain 
that all Men have ſuffer'd in ſome Senſe or 
other, the Criminals excepted. It is hop'd that 
the miſerable People will now be honour'd 
With Their good Company ; and that the Box 
on the Ear, which wantonly began from them, 
will in good earneſt be returned to them, and 
end with them. It is ſome Conſolation to the 
Inhabitants of a Village, who have been bit 
all round by a mad Dog, to ſee the D- 
RECTOR of the Poyſon, and the Author 
of their Pain and Danger, honeſtly hung up, or 
knock'd on the Head. | 

The prevailing Woe which has long rag'd, 
and (till fits hard and heavy upon us, has cer- 
tainly ſome Authors, and the D------r are ge- 
nerally taken to be theſe Authors ; and if they 
are duly and publickly puniſh'd, they will con- 
tinue to be taken for the only Authors, But if 
there is nothing done to them, or nothing ef- 
fectually done to them, we ſhall naturally 
look further, and make bold to know, that 
tho' they have been Rogues, yet that others 
have been greater than they, that others have 
directed the D-, and were Partners in the 
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But if they ſtand ſingle, and are found the 
only and original Plunderers of their Country, 
they will infallibly be given up to publick and 
crying Vengeance ; not only by the Rules 
of Guilt, but of good Policy. A more po- 
pular Thing cannot be done, nor indeed ſo po- 
pular a Thing. The Bleſſings of the People, 
and the univerſal Affections of Great Britain, 
will be ſome of the Rewards attending upon 
thoſe, who will be the generous Authors of 
Publick Juſtice, upon the deteſtable Authors 
of Publick and Intenſe Miſery. 

I will never ſuppoſe that any Men, or even 
one Man in any publick Station, did by any 
Means join with Stock-Fobhers to undo their 
Country; much leſs enabled Stock-Fobbers to 
undo their Country; and ſupported them 
while they were about it. But it would be 
melancholy and terrible, indeed, to imagine 
that any publick Men, at leaſt, any Man con- 
cern'd in the Finances, or ſet over any Part of 
the Publick Money, by which Publick Credit 
is Circulated and ſuſtained, ſhould, in Defi- 
ance of his Publick Truſt, put himſelf at the 
Head of a Conſpiracy of Stock-Fobbers, who 
were with mercileſs and unclean Hands rifling 
the Publick itſelf, engroſſing all its Wealth, 
and deſtroying, at once, all publick and pri- 
vate Faith. | 


Such 
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Such unprecedented Treachery, ſuch over. 
grown Guilt, can never be ſuppos' d. Our 
Corruptions cannot be yet become ſo bold and 
bare-facd, nor we ſo tame. The Thing, 
therefore, by being ſo very monſtrous, muſt 
be impoſſible, whatſoever Suggeſtions there 
may be to the contrary ; which, were they 
true, could not fail of calling down double 
and conſpicuous Puniſhment” upon ſuch 4 
Peres. 

As to thoſe, who lately nee 2 
Scheme, out of an honeſt Purpoſe to relieve 
the Publick, and pay off its Debts, they ought, 
and, no doubt, will be the firſt and the moſt 
active to revenge the Publick upon thoſe, 
who, ipſtead of relieving it, have brought 
3 into ſuch doleful and dying 51 
treſs. 

By this, they will further evince the Ho- 
neſty of that Purpoſe, and merit ſtill more to 
conduct our Affairs; and which will undoubt- 
_— remembred by the honeft Free-holders 

gland at a proper Seaſon in their Favour: 
Our Eyes are upon them; our Confidence is 
in them, and we wiſh them 200d Succeſs in 
this great Tryal of Integrity and publick Spi- 

rit. 
I foreſee that there will be many who will 
be loud in their Call for Publick Juſtice, and 
yet be the firſt to prevent it. Their Avarice 
will arm their Tongues with Zeal, and a pro- 
Pry 


Can: 

per Preſent diſarm it of its Eloquence. How- 
ever, the Outſide of publick Spirit will {till be 
kept on; they will be ſure to cry out to the 
laſt for Puniſhment, for ſevere Puniſhment ;* 
but they will be as ſure to find fault with e- 
very Expedient propoſed for inflicting - it. 1 
could name ſome worthy Patriots, of many 
Words, and great Wiight, who will act this 
Farce rarely. It will not be the firſt time 
What is humane Life, but a Maſquerade ! 
and what is civil Society, but a mock Alli- 
ance between Hypocriſy and Credulity! y 

Magna & miſera Ciuitas, eodem anno tantas - 
injurias tantumq z pudorem paſſa, inter Vinios, 
Fabios, Icelos, Aſiaticos, varia & pudenda ſor- 
te agebat; donec ſucceſſere Mucianus, & Mar- 
cellus, & magis alu homies quam alu mores, - 

Theſe are the Words of a great Ancient, ſig- 
nal for his Wiſdom and ſtrong Obſervations: 
Had he liv'd now, and written in Engliſh, he 
would have writen thus. . 

Ob London! Oh England! Oh my Country ! 
Ho great! and yet how miſerable! What Re- 
proach, what Calamities, what Ruin haſt thou 
ſuſtain'd? Yuſtain'd, in the Space of one ſhort 
Year ; leſs than a Tear! Suſtain'd from the Dregs 
of humane Kind! From Fellows, vile in their 
Original; and as to their Spirit, Slaves! What 
opprobrions Deluſiamt, what deadly Revolutions 
haſt thou ſuffered to be brought upon thee, by the 
ignoble Names, and ſervile Hands — 

. 


. H, and the lite Scum of the: 
Vilgar And after all this, art Thou not yet 
weary, O my Country ! of thy own Same! Not 


Maes with Devaſiation and Hawvock? And 
wilt Thou yet again try the old Knavery mana- 
ged by new Knaves ? -4 wy 
You may expect, Sir, to hear from me again 
next Week upon this fruitful Subject; and 
for the future, till every Ear is alarm'd. with 
the Villam, and every Heart deteſts the Villains, 
bow great ſoever, that have been the Cauſe of 
our Deſtruction. - | 


Tam, SIR, 
The Lower of my Country. 


To the Auth of "Y London Journal. 
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18 worth Obſervation; FR no Ex- 
pberience or Sufferings can cure the 
We World of its Credulity. It Has 


nor is it a bit wiſer for this Diſco. 
very, but till runs into old Snares, if they have 
but new Names, and often whether they haye 
or no. 

Self-Love beguiles Men into falſe Hopes, 
and they will venture to incur a hundred proba- 
ble Evils, to catch one poſſible Good; nay, they 
run frequently into diſtracted Pains and Expen- 
ces to gain Advantages, which are purely imagi- 
nary, and utterly impoſſible. 

Were the Paſſions properly balanced, Men 
would act rationally ; but by ſuffering one Paſ- 
ſion to get the better of all the a ey act 
madly or ridiculouſir. 

Our prevailing Paſſions in . of late, 
have been Hope, Avarice, and Ambition, which 
have had ſuch a headlong Force upon the Peo- 
ple, that they are become wretched and poor, 
by a ravenous Appetite-to grow great and rich. 
Our Fear and Caution were poſtponed, and by 
a ſanguine Struggle for what we had not, we 
loſt what we had. Could ſuch Courage be in- 

H ſpired 
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ſpired by Stock- jobbing? A cowardly! Science 
of mean Tricks and Lyes! | | 

Every Adventurer in this mighty Lottery, 
forcſaw that many muſt be Loſers, and that was 
got by one muſt be loſt by another; but every 
Man hoped that Fate would be kinder to him 
in particular, than to a thouſand others; and {6 
this mad Hape became general, as are the * 
lamities which it has produced. 
This ſhews the little Power that Reaſon at | 
Truth have over the Paſſions of Men, when 
they run high. In the late Revolution in the 
| All) , Figures and Demonſtration Would: have 
told e and the DIRECToRs could have told 
them, that it was all Phrenzy ; and that they 
were purſuing guilded Clouds, the Compoſi 
tion of Vapour and a little Sunſhine ; both 
fleeting Apparitions! Common | Senſe could 
have told them, that Credit is the moſt uncer- 
tain and moſt fluctuating Thing in the World, 
eſpecially when it'is — to Stock- Jobbing; 
that ĩt had long before been exalted higher than 
it could well ſtand, even before it was come to 
fifty above Par, and therefore always tottered, 
and was always tumbling down at every little 
Accident and Rumour. A Story of a Spaniſh 
Frigate, or of a few Thieves in the dark Dens 
of the Highlands, or the Sickneſs of a foreign 
Prince, or the Saying of a Broker in a Coffee. 
| Houſe; all, or any of theſe contemptible Cauſes 
were able to reduce that ſame Credit into 4 
very ſlender Figure, and ſometimes within her 
old Bounds: But particularly they might have 
| 3 | ſeen, 
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ſeen, that it was now mounted to ſuch an 
outragious Height, as all che Silver aid Gold 
in Europe could not ſupport; and therefore 
when People came in any conſiderable Num- 
ber to ſell, (and to ſell was the Whole End of 
their buying) it would have a dreadful” Fall, 
even to the cruſhing of the Nation. This has 
ſince dolefully happened: Out Hopes, whictr 
were our Ruin, - are gone; and now we be⸗ | 
hold nothing but the Fact of the Moarnier; 
But in Gichr of all this'Miſchief, prodiccd 


by Credulity, by manifeſt and ill: grounded 


Credulity, it is much to be feared that Tome 
little Art, and big Promiſes, would Make us 

repeat it, and grow mad again. This "ſeems 
cyident, not only from the Folly and Feeble- 
neſs of humane Nature, ever the Prey of Craft, 


and ever caught with Shadows; but from out 
endleſs Gaping after new Projects, and our 


Eagerneſs ro, run into them. We have. been 
bruiſed in a Mortar, but we are not wiſer; 3 
while one Ruin is yet upon us, we atepatitir 
after another, perhaps Work d up by the'ſanic 
Hands, or by Scher Hands with the ſame Views. 
O the Weakneſs and Folly of Man! it 8 
like a Whirlpool, which deſtroys and drowns 
not by Hatves, but when'a 9 10 UWA in, 


the hole follows. 01.1 Taft 


975 the Pleaſure is" as great; 0 
Of being cheated as th ce 1211257 
uld not be ſirch ich Dupes, as excy 

where they are; whoever. world” catch Man. 


kind, has | nothing to do, but. to en Dar\a 
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Bait. to their Paſſions, and infallibly they are 
his Property. This Secret is well known to 
corrupt Courts, and their crafty Agents, who 
fatter or frighten their obeying believing Vaſ. 
ſals into all the Exceſſes of Miſery and Qbei- 
ſance. By This, Standing Armies have been 
maintained; by This, wild Wars have been 
' waged; and by This, an idle, expenſive, abſurd, 
and cruel Popiſh Hierarchy has been ſupported; 

Once more, O wretched Man! Thou wil- 
ling Inſtrument of thy own Bondage and De- 
luſion; even Mountebanks know this Secret of 
cajoling thee, and picking thy Pocket; and worſe 
than Mountebanks, Stock-Fobbers know. it. 

When a People arc undone, it is ſome Con; 
ſolation to reflect, that they had no hand in 
their own Ruin, or did all they could to pre- 
vent it, by the beſt Counſels they could take, 
or by the gf; is: xj they could make. 
But alas, poo . thou haſt not that 
. Then aſt not fallen by able 
Traytors; thou art not the Victim of deep De- 
ſign, or artful Treaſon; nor art thou the Price 
of Victory in the Field; neither art thou out- 
witted by the ſubtle Dealers in Myſtery and 
Diſtinion ; nor in this Inftance deceived by 
their falſe Alarms. 

No, wehave no ſuch palliating Reflection to 
reconcile us to our Miſery, orto — its Pangs: 
To our deathleſs Shame; we arc the Conqueſt, 

the the Purchaſe of. Hoc Na Se obbers, . - The Britiſh 
Liens cronch-toa:Neft of O Can, we fuy 
| yiyet the * Without Revenge 
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But all this is ; complaining, will ſome. ſay; 
and we want Remedies rather than Complaints: 
To bewail our Calamities, is indeed natural, bur 
to extricate our ſelves ont of them, is neceſſary. 
Here are Two Hundred Millions of Imaginary 
Property loſt, and at leaſt Twenty Millions of 


a Real Property plundered from, the honeſt and 


induſtrious, and given to Sharpers and Pick- poc- 
kets: Shall theſe Rooks be ſuffered to enjoy it ? 
and ſhall the Bubbles be redreſſed out of other 
Mens Eſtates, no wiſe chargeable with the Miſ- 
chief? or muſt we proſtitute the publick Honour 
of the Nation to draw in other People (noway 
concerned) to take the bold Bargains of raſh 
Men and Dupes off their Hands ? Bur if none 
of theſe Methods are taken, our Cullies muſt 
ſet down with their Loſs, or the Traytors be 
forced to diſgorge. 

If we make new Schemes,or diverſify the old, 
till Doom's-Day, there will be no paying Twer- 
ty Millious without Twenty Millions, or with- 
out what is Equivalent to Twenty. Millions, 
which will be the ſame thing to the Nation as 
the parting with Twenty Millions. «© 

The Payment therefore will either'be.a' real 
Payment, or a ſham Payment; and in this Caſe, 
if caveat emptor, (let the Buyer look to it) be a 
good general Rule in the Buſineſs of Bargains 
and Sale, it will be a good Rule here too. 

If we haye any State-Chymiſts, who have Art 
enough to make Millions evaporate into Smoak, 
yet I mult beg leave to doubt _ Skill ar con- 
ſolida ting — into Gold. 


1 hope 


— wü 8" = 
— — — — _ 


(54) 
Ihope I ſhall not be underſtood, by what I 
have ſaid, to oppoſe an Attempt. to redeem us 


out of our pteſe ent wretched Condition. On 


the contrary, I ſhall be the firſt to Vote that Man 
a Statue of Gold, who can. ſtrike out an honelf 
and skiltul-Expedient for our, Recovery, which 
T own is far paſt my own. Skill. I am no Can- 
didate for the Golden Statue. Qian 

By All chis, L would, only caution my, Coun 
erymen not to be caught again 3 let them beware 


of new. Snares: As. to the Loſers, they have 


not a great: deal to e expett ; ; ang T can fay no 
more to them here than that in Countries We 
the Plague rages, the Preſervation of the 1/hole 
is the principal Care ; the Infected are for the 
moſt part left to take Care of themſelves; and 
I neyer heard it ſuggeſted that Nine Millions of 
People ought to be expoſed tothe mortal Con- 
tagion of that biene to preſerve a few In- 
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haye been often enſtabed by Princes created 
by themſelves for theit Protection, and often 
butchered by Armies raiſed by themſelves for 
their Defence. The late French King, -when- 
ever he was going to ſhed the Blood of his Peo- 
ple, in any wanton War, ' tho' undertaken to 
gratify his Luſt of Power, or to exalt his own 
Houle, never failed to let them know, in an 
Edict made on purpoſe, that it was all for their 
own Good and Proſperity; that is, they were 
to ſuffer Slaughter abroad, and Oppteſſion and 
Famine at home, purely for their on Ad- 
vantage and Felicity. 

General Propoſttions are, for the Welt Part, 
dangerous, and intended to ſupport Conſe- 
quences, which at firſt View, they do not ſeem 
to mean and imply. They are, therefore, ge- 
nerally plauſible in Appearance, to catch Con- 
ſent; from which Confent, when it is once 
got, new Advantages are taken, which" were 
not foreſeen, and freſh Articles are added which 
were not known to be decided. 

In the late long War with Fance; what Was 
more deſirable, what morè plauſible than Peace? 
A Blefling fo univerſally underſtood to be one, 
that the loweſt Vulgar wanted no Words nor 
Perſuaſions to know its Excellency ! And 


when we were inſulted with this Queſtion, EE 
What, will. you not treat? To have ſaid No, 
would have been an Anſwer ſo invidious, that 
| ſcarce any Man durſt make it; and yet all wiſe 
Men then knew, that to conſent to a Treaty 
at that Time with France, conſidering the Per- 

ſons 
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ſons and their Intereſts who were to manage it, 
was to.conſerit to a Conſpiracy againſt England 
in particular, and to plot againſt all Europe in 
general: We were fun d with the Word PEACE, 
nor could wie ſtand it, tho we knew it was 
hatching TRE ASO N. In ſhort, to Treat, as 
ſoft a Phraſe as it Was, ſignified neither more 
nor leſs, than to give to o Leuis his wicked 
Will of all Europe, Affe to the Ti ories their 
Pretender. 

Take another Inſtance. In the preſent Sa- 
niſh War, which, we are aſſured, wants notling 
but a Form to conclude it, we cannot forget 
the loud Atteſtations, that were every where 
given us, That to declare War was ſufficient 
alone to end the War, and frighten the Spani. 
ards into a Peace: And who, among us, would 
not willingly be at the Expence of a Piece of Pa. 
per, and of the Heralds Lungs, to ſcare a turbu- 
lent and underſtanding Court, as was that of Phi. 


lip, into Moderation and Quietneſs?-But the Ob- 


ſtinacy of Spain, the Length of that War, our 
great Charge in Men and Money to ſupport it, 
and the Condition Vf our Fleet, worn in the 
Service of our Allies, or eaten by Worms in 
the Mediterrantan, are all ſufficient Leſſons to 
us, how little we ought to have truſted to ſuch 
Aſſurances, or to the Word of tlioſe that gave 
them. 

Take a third Inſtance. Upon the eſtabliſhing 
of the preſent Eaſt India Company, it was rea- 
ſonably urged, that ſuch a Company would be 
no other than a Confederacy of cunning Fel- 

lows 
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lows againſt fair and general Trading, by mo- 
nopolizing to a few, the ſole Traffick and Riches 
of a great Continent. To which it was an- 
ſwered, that there was no ſuch Deſign ; but 
that every Man who would ſubſcribe his Name 
in their Books, and comply with ſome eaſy 
Conditions, would be frankly admitted to ſhare 
in their Trade: But this was all Hypocriſy or 
Lying; for no ſooner had the Proſectors, by 
ſuch petty Pretences 'to publick Honeſty, got 
the better of Oppoſition, and cook'd up their 
Project, but it was found that their Trade was 
impracticable to all but themſelves: Every Tra- 
der was obliged to come into the Joint Stock; 
and all Attempts ſince, for the publick Good, 
have proved ineffectual againſt ſo formidable a 
Socicty. | | 

We have a fourth Inſtance from the firſt Inſti- 
tation of the. Sourb-Seg. It was at firſt pretend- 
cd, that every Proprietor was to have 6 per Cent. 
for his Money, without Trouble or Deductions, 
and need not engage in the Trade, unleſs he 
choſe : This drew in a great Multitude to 
vouch for the Scheme, and encourage it ; but 
in paſſing the Bill, it was found that the crafty 


Managers had lopt off one per Cent. to be ap- 


plied, as they pretended, to carry on the Trade 
of the Company, and all were obliged to join 
in the Chimerical Aſſiento; by which they have 
ſince pillaged the Proprietors of a Million and 
a half ——See the vaſt Advantage of loſing by 
Trade. A Secret well known to the Directors 
A fifth Inſtance may be taken from the ſame 
5 * South- 
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South-Sea. What a rare Sugar Plumb to the 
Nation, was a Scheme fo finely calculated to pay 
off the Nation's Debts ! What a tempting Bait 
was here! Even thoſe who ſaw whither it miſ- 
chievouſly tended, and perceived the deccitful 
Hook under it, could not ſtand the Scorn and 
Rebukesof the Many, who ſwallowed it with. 
out ſeeing it. What fatal Devaſtation and Po. 
verty it has ſince produced, by the unparallel'd 
Treachery of the D—rs, and ſome that are 
wWorſe than they, the miſerable People feel much 
more ſenſibly than] can expreſs, pierced as they 
are with the keen Arrows of mercileſs Villany, 
and unrelenting Diſtreſs. We have undone our 
ſelves to pay our Debts, and our Debts are not 


paid. What ſhall I ſay? We had once Bread, 


Moncy, and publick Faith : But now ! What 
remains to us? I cannot anſwer.— Our Grief, 
our Folly, our Loſſes, our Diſhonour, our cruel 

Uſage, arc too big for Words. 
I have ſaid ſo much, to prove how wary we 
ought to be in going into ew Schemes. We 
ought at leaſt to know the whole of them before 
we conſent to a Part. It will behove us to have 
too an Eye to the Quarter from whence they 
come ; whether they be DireQors, or their 
Maſters, and Confederates ; or Men of fair and 
upright Characters, whoſe Souls are honeſt, and 
their Hands clean. As to thoſe, who are known 
to haye promotcd the mighty Cheat, and the 
Ruin of their Country; their Infamy is fo gla- 
ring, that, ſince they will not have Modeſty and 
Remorſe enough to hold their Tongues, = to 
| | way 


15 


forbear medling with the Concerns of a People 
beggared by them, we ought to mind no more 
what they ſay, than the Judge did the Honſe- 
breaker, who upon his 'T rial, told his Lordſhip, 
that he would ſwear the Peace againſt him, for 
putting him in fear of his Life. 725 

The ſame may be ſaid of thoſe that are fallen 
in with the Guilty, and wnexpetedly ſpeak the 
ſame Note. We gueſs at their Motives. The 
powerful Getters would ſave themſelves, by 
letting others get as much, and perhaps are glad 
to divide their Gains to eſcape Puniſhment. '- 

If any Man would be the unſuſpected and 
fair Author of a new Project, he can recom- 
mend it and himſelf no better, than by ſhewing 
it to be honeſtly conſiſtent with the Puniſhment 
of our Million Knaves, the Blood-ſuckers of 
England. A new Scheme, and an Inquiſition 
into the Management of the old one, may 
both ſucceſsfully go on at the ſame time; and 
they who ſay they cannot, do but own they e 
afraid they ſhould. Are they conſcious to them 
ſelves that the D——-7s may hope to eſcape 
Part of their Puniſhment, by fathering upon 
others a great Share of their Guilt, or rather 
the firſt Power of being Guilty ? 

What mean ſome Men by ſay ing, we ought 
to extinguiſh the Fire, before we enquire into 
the Incendiaries? Are they ſome of them? Or 
did they furniſh out Brands to the reſt? Or 
would they give them time to run away: The 
Truth is, the Houſe is already burn d down, 
many are burn d to Death, and all are miſerably 
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rion has been burn'd, have the Face to be can 


be e are certainly compatible with Eu 
pendienrs for revenging us; and the latter will fa 
Ellitate a mer. It will give Life tothe p 
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elf; but thoſe that tal thius, ſeem eager to Fr 
vive it, by new Devices to Rirthe Ember. Al 
e can now do, is to build the Houfe agi 
we can; and hang thoſe that fited it; Riek 
-are fure we ought. ſides; we have long known 
io did it, they have been taken in che F =, 
Nobn day, and every Day. This Thing 


not done ina Corner; nor at once, not by ng 


che Villany was deliberate; Sradial and oP 
©” Theſe Gentlemen de however confeg, "nal 


| the Houſe has been ſet on fire; which Con 


fon they would doubtleſs be glad to 
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all Eurupe are Witneſſes of it. Can they the 
fore, aftet an Acknowledgment that the NW 


triving Ways to delay the Puniſhmerr of 
Burners? Has Self. love no Share im this? A 
byrthe Delay of the Puniſhment of others, "ul 
they not as good as avow that they rremble an 


themſelves? For my patt, I cam ſec no Di 
ence in _ Cafe, between delaying i, and 
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